Primary Source Cache:

Records of the Forced Uprooting, Internment, Dispossession, and
Exile of Japanese Canadians

This cache of primary-source materials was selected from the Landscapes of Injustice research database.
The materials reflect moments in the history of the forced uprooting, internment, dispossession, and exile
of Japanese Canadians. They are not meant to provide a coherent or summative account of the history.
Rather, this cache offers a starting point for considering, for instance,

e racism and the administrative state,

e complex and varied responses to state violence,

e notions of culpability, complicity, and accountability,

e conceptions of Canadian citizenship and law,

o relations between Japanese-Canadian dispossession and settler colonial dispossession,
e and legacies of dispossession and displacement.

Though the federal policies that derailed the lives of nearly 22,000 Japanese Canadians occurred in the
1940s, this history started both decades earlier and has legacies that extend to the present day. Readers are
encouraged to consider these documents in connection to these longer histories. Further, this cache offers
a range of voices from different positions within and relations to this history. These voices include:
children, men, women, bureaucrats, politicians, lawyers, Japanese Canadians, non-Japanese Canadians,
journalists, bystanders, and low-level officials. The cache includes the voices of people who were
children at the time and descendants of people who lived through the 1940s first-hand. We hope that
readers, having reconstructed their broader context, will read these documents with care and a critical eye.

The full Landscapes of Injustice research database will launch in 2021.

Find more information about Landscapes of Injustice here: http://www.landscapesofinjustice.com/

For any questions relating to these materials or Landscapes of Injustice, please contact: Dr. Jordan
Stanger-Ross, Project Director (jstross@uvic.ca) or Kaitlin Findlay, Research Coordinator
(kfindlay@uvic.ca)
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[Excerpt from the diary of Kishizo Kimura. For full text, see: http://witnesstoloss.ca/the-diary-part-one/ ]

PartI: A Memorandum on the Events Surrounding the Liquidation of
Fishing Boats Owned by Nikkei People

Establishment of the Committee for the Liquidation of Fishing Boats

January 8, 1942:

One month after the outbreak of the Pacific War, Major J.A. Motherwell, chief supervisor of fisheries,
contacted me. He urgently wanted to have a private consultation with me at the Ministry of Fisheries. He
told me that the provincial government wanted to increase the food supply. They planned to promptly
release impounded Nikkei fishing boats into the hands of Hakujin and Dojin fishermen so that they could
go out fishing. An order-in-council was being drafted for this purpose. To facilitate the sale or rental of
these boats, they were creating a special committee. A judge would be appointed as chairman, with a
representative from the Ministry of Defence as another member. Mr. Motherwell was to recommend
myself as a representative from the Nikkei community and urged me to accept.

The recommended sale prices for seiners and packers were clearly stated in the yearly survey report for
the purpose of disaster and fire insurance. Their rental price could be easily ascertained by checking past
charter contracts. However, regarding the smaller boats such as gill-netters, trollers, trawlers, and cod-
fishing boats, no one placed insurance on them because insurance was limited to the total loss. Therefore,
there was no price recommended in the survey report and hardly any examples of their chartering fees,
making it very difficult to determine a price. So it was difficult for me to carry out my duties as a
committee member.

I stated that there was a Nikkei fishermen’s organization, that Mr. Ritsu Ide had been its director for many
years, and that he would be the right person for the job. The following day, on the ninth, I called Mr. Ide,
and he said he had already spoken to Mr. Motherwell that morning and that he had recommended me to
him. He encouraged me to accept the position, and I made it a condition that the Nikkei fishermen’s
organization would support me. | promised that | would make up my mind after one day of deliberation.

I reported back to Mr. Motherwell, and he told me that the draft of the order-in-council had already been
completed because of the urgency of the situation, and it would take effect on the 12th. The committee
chairman and member from the Ministry of Defence had already been chosen.

Before this happened, Nikkei volunteers from Vancouver and the surrounding area had met regularly in
Vancouver to discuss their wartime safety. Recalling the anti-Nikkei riots of 1907, which had occurred
during peacetime, they were afraid of the current mood of the population in this time of war. There was
anxiety, fear, and even hatred being directed toward them. If an incident occurred, it would be very
difficult to protect women, children, and the elderly. The group had been discussing their temporary
evacuation to a safe place before the threat became urgent. On the 11th of January, I visited their meeting
place and summarized, to the people in the fishing industry, the conversation | had had with Mr.
Motherwell. They promised to back me up whenever necessary.

Early on the morning of the 12th, there was a call from Mr. Motherwell. He persuaded me to accept the
committee position, saying that both the chairman and the member from the Ministry of Defence were
familiar to me.
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THE VOICE OF THE SECOND GENERATION

“ Vol. V, No. 25

VANCOUVER, B. C

Fri., Feb. 27, 1942

Are You Keeping Up
With The Words
We're Using Today?

“Oh, why ch, why didn't I
study Japanese harder while I
was going to the Japanese lang-
uage school,” moaned one
Nisei. "My parents keep ask-
ing me the meaning of this and
that word in Japanese, but I
don’t know them.”

The average Nisei these days
finds himself in a somewhat
similar situation as Professor
Potts in the motion picture,
“Ball of Fire,” who finds his
language studies have been
way b hind times.

For a translation of “cur-
few", 4 word that will be a
household term from now on,
a thumbing of the dictionary
unearths an unearthly long-
winded expression, ‘“Yakan
gaishu-tsu kinshi rei” (order
forbidding the leaving of one's
home at night.,” ‘“No thanks,"
comments Joe Nisei. “I'll stick
to ‘curfew’”. So the phonetic
equivalent in Japanese, “Ka-
", stands a better than 50-50
chance to come into being as
“pata” did for “butter” and
“buredo” for “bread”.

Other more technical words
have straight Japanese equiva-
lents: “bogyo chitai’ (protec-
ted or defense area), ‘“‘sotoku
rei” (order-in-couneil”, “shi-
min rodo butai” (civilian labor
corps), ‘“senso chu" (for the
duration), “tekkoku jin" (en-
emy alien), "'kika jin" (natur-
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ation), “kaigen rei” (marital|present

tions), and many others.

ference.
One. last dance, one last waltz!|anyways.

for tamorrow night (February 28) |quick.”

teryone a chance to attend.

before the curfew comes officially | ageously.

~IF THERE'S NO CURFEW.

regulations pertaining

Phene your one and only right away, |wish they'd finish

how  will

As New Curbs Came fo the Community

alized person), “tettai” (evacu-| It goes without saying that the| isn't hit—hard. Stores and small
to| businesses that depend on night
law), “Canada Kokubo ho"|and radios is not going to throw up| trade and deliveries, as ice-cream
(Defense of Canada Regula-[the curfew, the restrictions on cars| parlors, soda fountains, clpaners
any roseate picture on the social| and pressers, garages, were put
and economic life of all those of| on the spot.

Japanese origin.

There’s A Dance If |5, ..
The Cul‘faw Holds off sweethearts now so what's the dif-|je; 1o take, after all the war is a

My business is all shot|war, and | am quite ready to realize
It can‘t get any worse. B
the thing off |But why not be homest about it.
! With a half bitter, half|This squeezing us out isn‘t—isn't
Is the night when the Vancouver|reconciled expression on his face the British!"
JCLCL, will sponsor a "’hard times”"|owner of a once flourishing trucking
dance for Nisei dance lovers at the|business shrugged his shoulder ex-
Jackson Avenue Gymn. pressively.
From 7:30 to 11:30 p.m., then,|you eat when | haven’t any money?"
there'll be music and syncopation, |He smiled and fondled the head of
nd the tariff will be lowered to give|his four year old girl.
Y 7Oh daddy, | can work too.” She
It's going to be the last fling|squared her small shoulders cour-
. “And | don't eat much The younger generation seems
il effect. Let's make it an occa-|. . . Look, | made dollie a dress yes-| to have imbibed too much of the
n the memories of which we'll terday.” And proudly she held it| spirit of democracy to take the
treasure for all the years to come.|up to his admiring gaze.

“Why nor come right out and

nobody's | tell us to quit? That would be eas-

ithat these measures are necessary.

Medical doctors and surgeons are
feeling particularly concerned. With-
out cars they will not be available
in the crisis, and they felt that some
of the first generation who knew no
English might find it difficult to
obtain medical aid in an emergency.

current regulations without some

There's hardly a business that | dagres of irritation.
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Like ordinary folks they want a
good time. They like their night
life, the shows, the dances, their all-
night carousings. Some feel sour
and were boiling over. Some soft-
pedal their views with a shrug, but
all wished the government would
quit their dilly-dallying and get
down to it.

The Issei, however, feel it can't
be helped. “It's war-time, they
contend. It's probably what is taking

place in Japan."

Sweeping Steps to Resf:rict All Japanese on Coast
H The New Canadian

No Local Orders Given Yet

Ban on Radios, Cameras Includes Citizens
Motor Vehicles To Be Taken Over

Drastic new restrictions amounting in sum td a practi-
cal application of martial law against all persons of Japanese
origin in the protected area of British Columbia were an-
nounced in a series of new orders announced Thursday and
Friday in Ottawa. .

These include:

(1) Formal authority to provide for the removal “forth-
with” from the protected area of all persons of Japanese ori-
gin. “Worthwith"”, it is understood, means as soon as the fed-
eral government can make adequate arrangements.

(2) Imposition of a curfew law, under which all per-
sons of Japanese race in the protected area must return to
their usual places of residence each day before sunset and
sunrise,” the order-in-council said.

It is understood that the'curfew would not be imposed
until official notice of it is made public, in the same manner
as that for evacuation enemy aliens. In that case the Justice
Minister announced the order on Feb. 5, but it was not posted
locally until Feb, 14,

No confirmation, as usual, could be secured-for the  ount
of enforcement tonight in a Vancouver daily, which aga.  nade
use of the opportunity to misrepresent the position of T New
Canadian.)

(3) Person of Japanese race living in the protect. area
of B.C. are forbidden to possess or use “any motor icle,
camera, radio, transmitter, radio receiving set, firear:r am-
munition, or explosive”” under an amendment to the 1" - ¢nce

of Canada regulations.’

These restrictions are contained in the same order detail-
ing the curfew.

The order states further that "any peace officer or the
R.C.M.P. . .. is authorized to search without warrant {he pre-
mises or any placg occupied by any person of the Japanese
race . . . and to seize any article (mentioned in this order)
found on such premises.”

These articles, an Ottawa dispatch said, must forthwith
be turned over to any justice of the peace, or to any police
officers. Officials receiving such articles must give to the per-
son delivering them a receipt.

The definition of persons of Japanese race includes all
those whose father or mother is Japanese or those who were
required to register by the R.C.M.P.

In reply to a telegram to the Minister of Justice from the
Citizens’ Defence Committee, an invitation has been extended

ing out the complete removal
that the removal of Japanese
lano pipe line, and other vital
ately.

to the Committee to offer constructive suggestions for carry-

rder. The committeg itself said
om the Ruskin Dam, the Capi-
ints will commence immedi-

OTTAWA, Feb. 27.—Ap-
pointment of a British Colum-
bia security ocmmission which
will take charge of evacuation,
control, and employment of all
persons of Japanese race was
announced here this afternoon
by Ian Mackenzie, Minister of
pensions and health,

Commenting on the drastic
order made public today by
the Minister of Justice, Mr.
Mackenzie said it is now in
effect and local authoritics
are being advised by tele-
gram.

Austin C. Taylor has accep-
ted the chairmanship of the
commission and the names of
the other two members are to
be announced shortly.

The commission is asked to

The New Canadian will at-
tempt to publsih Saturday, to-
morrow, ;

AUSTIN TAYLOR HEADS SECURITY
COMMISSION TO MOVE' JAPANESE

take complete control of the
situation, and is given very
wide powers. Departments of
the government are instructed
to co-operate with it in every
respect and will lend experi-
enced men to help in the evac-
uation of all Japanese from the
protected area.

The Commission is respon-
sible directly to Ottawa. Mr.
Mackenzie said that the fullest
co-operation of the Provincial
government was expected.

Members will be expected to
give all their time to the huge
task of settling nearly 23,000
Japanese outside of the Protec-
ted Area.

Federal departments of all
kinds will lend all assistance to
they have all taken part in the
the Commission. Previously
policy, but it will now be dir-
ected solely by the Commis-
sion,
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NOTE _FOR THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERKEAL AFFAIRS

British Columbia Securitx Commission

Tig I am attaching a copy of a draft Report to Council,
prepared by the Department of Justice, dealing with the

establishment of this Commission and its duties.

2o I have looked over the draft in a casual way, and I am
not questioning the general treatment, and I have not had time

to go Inte 1% in detail.

e There 1s, however, one point that seems to me to be a

shocking thing.

4, Earlier in the year, when we were dealing with the question
of the fishing boats, care was taken to establish a benevolent
trusteeship in British Columbia, to protect the interests of

British subjects whose fishing vessels were taken.

B In the present instance, all property of any sort in the
protected areas is being taken away from the Japanese and

handed over to the Custodian.

6. This point was not dealt with in the instructions given

to me when I prepared a first draft for an Order in Council.




It is possible that the policy may be one approved by the

Ministers and, if so, it is none of my business.

7o On the other hand, it seems to me that the Ministers

should fully realize what they are doing. They are abandoning
completely the principle of treating the position of the British
subjects of Japanese race as one which would Justify fairness

in B fér as it 1s possible to be fair, taking into account
questions of security. The taking of the property away from
these men has nothing whatever to do with security. As a

matter of fact, it will very greatly hamper the carrying out

of the scheme of evacuation.

B The scheme of evacuation, as embodied both in my draft
and in Mr. Varcoe's dréft, is based upon ultimate absorption
of at least a substantial part of the persons in ordinary

economic life outside of the protected areas.

e This provision, with regard to property, will greatly
hamper the absorption of any of the Japanese in ordinary business
activities. It strips them of every cent they may have in their
pockets or in the banksj; 1t takes the clothes off their backs

and removes the tools of their trade: fountain pens from their

pockets, books from their libraries, and hands them all over




to the tender mercies of the Custodian. There is no element
of trusteeship recognized, and no attempt to set up machinery
that would enable the property of these British subjects to be

sold so as to preserve and protect their interests.

P.S. I have just heard that the Order is being revised somewhat

so as to provide that the Custodian will not be

permitted to impose his 2 per cent. charge, and so as

.to limit its effect to property within British Columbia.
Taking its application to a specific case with which we
are familiar, Tamaki is in Halifax awaiting a call to

the Bar. Assuming that he has his money in ‘a bank in
Halifax, he can be called and continue to earn his living.
If, on the other hand, he happens to have it in an account
in Vancouver, the money will be taken from him, put into
Coleman's pocket, and Tamaki will become a charge upon the

State.




MEMORANDUM

Uctober 29th, 1946.
TO: Mr. F. G, Shears

FROM: #r, G, B. Spain

As my period of employment with the Custodien terminates on
the 31st I have been reviewing the activities of the Protection Departuent
as + encountered them,

In the first place 1 was engaged by lir. Drewry on March 13th,
1942, to proceed the following day to Hastings Park to comuence the regis-
tration of Japanese. We opened o0ffice there in the less Hall or Dining Room
with any kind of mske shift materisl available. We had typists, typewriters
and registration forms, and before the registrations were completed, the
Bureau had been shifted around the bulldings four times to suit the convenience
of the B. C, Security Commission. The problems encountered by the Custodian
were evidently considered as of very secondary importance and members of the
B.Cs Security Commission made it quite obvious that thsy regarded the Regis-—
tration Buredu as a nuisance, Collaborating with such Labour Departament offie-
ials was not easy, and we had to exercise patience, tolerance and decency with
the Japanese at the same time., The final big evacuation of Japanese took place
on October 24th, 1942, when 1 was transferred from Hastings Park to this office
to assist lr, Green. The so called primary protection and the removal of
chattels had already been in effect for about six months. Ir, Green asked me to
supervise the Vancouver District, and in order to gain an intelligent grasp of
the problems involved I ac¢companied Dave “mith to our warehouse at 992 Powell St.
and commenced asking & lot of gquestions.

An examination of the storage arrangements, then in charge of the
Crone Storage Company, quickly convinced me that everything was being done in a
very haphazard manner, Crones would do the moving into the warehouse during the
day, and leave the stacking, swamping and listing until nightfell (to get overtime
I presume)., The faulty electric illumination in the warehouse made careful work
impossible and Crones employees were apparently quite irresponsible. They must
have been the rag tag and bob tail element of Vancouver, and some of the lists
they made were just so much illiterate scribble. As an example I would ask you
to examine Inventory No. 190 in the warehouse, (Mr., Wills will bring this up if
you instruct him). It is true there was a serious man power shortage at this time
and more lucrative work was obtainable in hauling army contracts, etc. In any
event Crones was a very unhappy choice and I submitted to Mr. Ureen a verbal repart
and recomuendation that we discontinue their services and endeavour to employ other
more efficient truckers. Mr,., Green accepted my recomnendation at once and Dave
Smith was consulted as to the best trucker free to undertake the work. The only
one free to consider moving chattels at the time was Samuel Barrett who did not seem
to mind the dirty work. The change was satisfactory and much more economical, but
the documentary method of handling the chattels left much to be desired. At this
time I felt that a much betier control and record could be kept if we had & trip-
licate system of lists, and I prepared such an example thet would embody all the
necessary details. This example was submitted to the office but it was promptly
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rejected as unnecessary, particularly as an effort was being made at that

time to minimize the stationery expense, I did succeed however in having a
small form mimeographed upstairs which gave the field staff some semblance of
what to expect at & given address, and return of this one sheet to me with a
brief report enabled me to write a circular form of letter to the Japanese

to the effect that their chattels were not found at the address given and that
we presumed they had dispcsed of same prior to evacuation.

OQur field staff never had a card or means of identifying themselves
with the Custodian office, and in many instances tensnts required a lot of con-
vineing. In this comnection I might state that the Department of Labour gave
all of their employees a card stating tha! they were in the employ of that
Department. In case of need I personally had a letter from the Military Author-
ities authorizing me to interrogate P/W in the Immigration Building, and & gimiler
letter from the Militury authorizing me to take photographs in the Pefense Area,
but none of those in the field had such identification.

The Department of Labour in conjunction with the R.C.M.P. adopted
& very arbitrary practice of giving to Japanese an evacuation date notice without
giving us gimilar advence notice of such intentions. The first notice we received
of such evacuation was a day or two after the evacuzstion had been made, and this
necessitated quick action by our field staff to reach the former homes of the
Japanese before the thieves moved in. In many cases we reached the scene too late
and either the thieves had arrived first, or the Japanese had already sold many
of their chattels between the date of registration and the date of evacu:tion.
The Protection Department regarded themselves as fortunate when they found the
remains of the bacon and eggs on the still warm breaskfast dishes. It only meant
cleaning the dishes. Then there were gas or electric stoves and water fixtures to
to be disconnected. The walls, basements end attics had to be examined with the
eye of & detective for panels that sounded hollow to the touch or showed signs of
recent wall papering which might conceal personsl property. It was probably a
harrowing experience to the Japamnese and I saw plenty of evidence of mental dis-
turbance. For ingtance ilrs, TANAKA would require an empty carton to pack dishes
and would rush aeross the street and borrow one from Mrs, KONDO. The carton, still
bearing the name of Mrs. KONDO, would be credited to her when the carton reached
the warehouse., Many Japanese women believed that their friends would not be evac-
uated; that the war would be finished soon; that they would be back themselves,
etc., and left their chattels strewn around the country in anyone's charge. This
did not help the Protection Department im identifying chattels.

Warehouses were scarce, or entirely unobtainable, and as the chattels
continued to accumulate, the problem of storage accommodation became more acute.
Then came the very belated orders from Ottawa to sell the chattels by auction, If
the powers that be had exercised & little more imagination and initiative two years
earlier, many thousands of dollars could have been saved. Then Thompson and
Binnington were engaged to conduct the auctions. The most important consideration
as far ag the auctions were concerned was to get the right registration numbers on
the auction lists. In preparing these lists on the day prior to the auction, Nr.
Thompson would compile the lists, while his assistent Mr. Bensen, would call up
from the floor & description of the article and the registration number. As lir,
Bensen received the munificent sum of fif'ty cents per hour for such work, he was




not particularly interested in getting the right numbers snd would cell say
n13752" as "13257", ete. This did not help us very much when the auction
sheets reached Miss Girard in the office. 1 do not believe many suction
1ists reached this office without numeral mistakes of some kind.

When we took over the Hompa Buidhist Temple at €04 Ea8t Cordova
atreet for storage purposes, it had been in use by the B, C. Securily Commission
for the accumulation snd preparation of shipments of supplies to their Intericr
Housing Centers. In taking over the building from them 1 asked for an inveniory
of the contents and was informed there wafld none, notwithstanding the fact that
one large room wWas filled to the ceiling snd doors with Japanese chattels, which
could not then be inventoried owing to congesblon, and expense and time required
for swamping. As the B. C. Security Comnission did not ask us to gign a list of
contents, I did not raise the point again.

When we were not contending with thieves, Wwe nad floods
Powell Street basement, and &also at 154 W. 5th Ave, The storage places
infested with rats, moihs and other bedstead denizens. The Japanes
and other foods in their boxes which invited trouble.

In saying goodbye to the office, 1 would be an ingrate if. 1 did
not mention how much I have appreciated and enjoyed the association with every
member of the whole ataff, The experience has been entertaining, interesting
and amusing, and has enabled me to keep my self orgenized for the resumption of
my work in the field of international trade and commerce.

In concluding I wish Lo express my thanks bto you personally for all
of your valued advice in meeting and overcoming the succession of obstructions
we have encountered in this extraordinary task.

GBS LB
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MINISTER OF PENS!ONS AND NATIONAL HEALTH

Ottawa, 29th April, 1942

My dear Colleague, -

es your letter of

This acknowledg
lands in the Pacific

April 27th about the Japanese
coast defence area.

I em in agreement with Major

Murchison's memorandum. I understand informally
that the survey hes alreedy been initieted and

I note Major Murchison's agreement that if action
ig to be taken tO conserve the potential produc-

tivity of these lends for soldier settlers, some
steps must be taken by the Government immediately

to prevent their getting into other hends.

If you care 1O meke & recommenda-

tion under the War Measures Act for immediate
action, I shall be Very glad to support you.

Yours very sincerely,

The Honoureble T. A, Crerar, M.P.,
Minister of Mines and Resources,

Ott awa,
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Personal and
Conf'idential

Via Air Mail

YOUR FILE NUMBER

PLEASE QUOTE FILE

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA

VANCOUVER,B.Ce, June 2, 1942.

G. Murchison, Esqe.,
Direotor of Soldier Settlement,

Ot tawa.

Dear Mr. Murchison,
Appreisal of Japanese lands

I spent last Thursdey and Friday in the country
again acquainting myself with greater deteil on the ground in regard
to the Japanese lands, and the localities in which these properties are

locateds I also had a full discussion with both appraisal teams., I
took the boys who are working out of Abbotsford over Metsqui Municipality,

and showed them the majority of the Japanese properties which they have to
appreise., Mr.Ramsay is not familiar with Matsqui, and they all wanted the

general background which they considered I could give them.

I think our men are doing & good job. Irrespective
of whether or not their yardstick of values is correct I feel they are
attempting to appreise one property fairly with another, and if it should
come to the purchase of these lands, and it is necessary to increase the
values, this could be done largely on a percentege basis. The whole
problem is full of contradictions of warious kinds » but I have told the
eppraisers not to worry as this is bound to crop up in any appreaisal

Job of such magnitude,

Yesterday I spent the day, without break, reviewing
appreisals, end ren across situations such as the following.

(1) Ome property had been purchesed early this year by a Japanese for
$1100 cash; our eppraisal is $1027, and the assessment $2300,

(2) Another property hed been purchased & few yoars ago for $1000, The
omer must have given title and teken back s mortgage for $900, Our

appreisal is around §$400,

(3) A 10 acre property which the owner brought out of the bush in about
twenty years, (with a house on it which he oleims will have cost him
around $6000 when completed) had grossed the Japanese $4000 from his
crop last year. Our appreisal is around $2100s I think for practi-
cal purposes that our appraisal is not far wrong for the simple
reason that a ten acre farm in the hands of the average man ocannot
support a $6000 house although the man in question has provem by his
efforts that it can be done, However, with a family of six or




seven children'who work with h

money in the familys whereas, the man
and hire labour, might only have 3400 or $
side out of & gross profit of $4000. complications &re many

varied.
last night dnight oil reading
f the committee on the Vetera 1 feel satisfied

the report ©
ogsition on an Act of this nature

that you will run ageinst gtubborn OpPP
j le cannot visualize land being used for any

espite the fect that we have hundreds of
especially on small holdings.
¢ our settlers in the
wholly from the lend. In spite
to quite a degree with our appreisers in

any endeavour to show them that if we settled, S&Y fwo thousend men in
the Fraser Valley, at least one thousend, and possibly neerer fifteen
hundred, will have to go on properties which in my opinion jn the hands
of the average man we will have to state we do not look upon &8 self
supporting farm wpits; also that the individual will be at liberty, and

will have to leook to other sources to find part of his livelihood and
meens for repaying the advances. It is nmot that our men are not
3 i y seem %O be unable to

sincere when expressing
visualize that not only will we ha.ve but et present

we are using thousands of acres primarily as homes .

do not get
of this I am still struggling

As en example, in a1l the appraisals made by

Ralph Brown at Mission I doubt if he has once stated that the property
js fully suitable for Veteran gettlement. He turms dovm practically
reisers obviously are

every one for some reagon or anothere Other app
gtill playing with the ides of merging & number of properties into one
big unit, overlooking the fact entirely that ,though this may be sound
agrionlturally, it will not meet the problamﬁwe‘will have to face.

The next man who knows little or nothing about
dyke and dreinage charges, and has been on the bench lends, goes into
the dyked districts and forthwith doubles the valvetions when he finds
the orops more abundant, He overlocks entirely that there may be an

unpaid cepitalizatian of $50 en acre against the land plus the main=
tenence charges. 1 have elso noticed the remark from time to time that

no one but a Jepanese could malke & SUCCess on & propertye The people

of British Columbia have developed & complex over the last twenty=five
years that the Oriental cen succeed where the white man failse The

white man is doing truck and smell fruit farmdng,sucoessfully elsewhere
in Cenade, and other parts of the world, and he can do it here if he will
only change his line of thinking. The difference Was rather aptly
expressed by )Mro.Codfrey when he made the comment that, when the white
man went on relief, apparently the Japanese tightened his belt, and
worked a little harder to support himself and his femily. The dire




necessity of having to paddle his own canoe made him better equipped

+o face his handioaps.

As far as I can ascertain the Japanese planted
probably over one hundred acres in hops in the last two or three yoars,
and the kiln for ouring hops which was built at Mission apparently was

pinanced by the Japanesd. Most of these hops are in blocks of not
more than one or two acres on the individual farmse When I found that

the Haas Hop Company ab Sardis was going to work most of these small
hopyards I was at a loss to understand how they could be interested in

these small acreages as their own yards at chilliwack are in three Or
four blocks, all comparatively vlose togethere I think they now have
over 800 acres in hops. I discovered that most of the hops the Japaness
have are cluster hops,
Olle

and this is the variety the Haas (Company is short

I hear that Mr.Shimek, or his Company, have an
advance in the neighbourhood of $150,000 from the bank, and & number of

Japanese have received fairly substantial cash payments on their leases
from this source. Probably for the first time in history the Japanese
heve received payment for & crop in advance at a figure equal to what
they would have made net if they had handled the orop themselves. A
number of the people with whom Shimek has arvanged leases are Mennonites
of fairly recent vintage from the Prairies, Already some of them are
wondering where they are going to get any monsy out of these orops for

themselves at $100 an aore rent.

I believe that Shimek 1is agitating to bring in
five to ten thousand pickers from the Prairies. It appears that the fly
in the oitment is that the rallways want the return fare guaranteed.
They say that once the picking of the small fruits is over these people
could then move into the tree fruit picking in the Okanagan, and the

picking of hops, etce

Some of the leases that are said to have been
arranged by the Custodian do not appear to have any rhyme or reason to
them. I noticed one yesterday where the tenant was to give the Custodian
half the erop for the use of the propertye There is about five acres of
poor hay on the place which may be worth 325 to $30 standing this year.
There is & good house on the property which should bring at least $10 a
month, It is obvious to me that the man handling this work must kuow
1ittle or nothing about farming as he did not see that the rental value

of this property is in the house, and not in the land,

2 I eam enclosing a clipping taken from Saturday's
Sun"., There are all kinds of viewpoints on the Japaness sitwation, Ome
often wonders what is behind some of these undercurrents, As I told you
when I was in Ottawa, I have refrained from contasting any of the Govern=
ment organizations that are mixed up in the Japanese situation until the
necessity arises, or I have instructions on the point from you.

T still hold the view that once this year's orop




jg off a aumber of the

value as the labour will

Already the appraisers are commenting on
remember tha lantations look better today than

again this year as, we have had good growing'weather.
we get some warm weather, however, the berries will not look SO

bountiful on the bench landse

I have kept in close touch with the boys in

ture who have been studying the raspberry problem.around
g the past eight or ten years. TO date they have not been

definite conclusion &as to why respberries on the
older ground no longer produce satisfactory caneés. With this background
you will see thet I am not very optimistic &8s to the value of & rasp=
berry plantation in the hands of a tenante. 1n other words, I doubt how
much value there will rry and raspberry plantetions in
1943 in & number of these propertiese. 1% is for this reason thet we are
largely confining our values to the land, During the twenty odd years
I have spent out here I have seen good respberry plantations,'without
gelling at $1000 an acre, and later it was difficult to find

buildings,
a buyer for the same ground at any price, and eventually the land got

into the hands of the taxing authorities.

horticul
Mission durin
able to arrive at a

vYou will recall the area gsouth by west of

Abbotsford, commonly xnown as the Peardonville co It has been
built up largely with Mennonites in the past ten years who have gon® in

chiefly for small fruits and poultrye Some of these people obviously
are now beginning ¥o cash in on their efforts. The country is comparativel

flat over a big acreagse, and is largely'underlaid‘with gravel which at
some places oOmes almost to the surface. Other seotions have six inches
to a foot or eighteen inches of silt over the gravel, The surveyors
are working over this aree at the present time, and apparently the Alr
Force are making a minute check of it from the air as well as on the
jand, The location, in my opinion, is first cless as an &ir field as
this aree is as free from fogs as any I know of in the Fraser

If the air currents are good then it should make an jdeal field.
bulldozers the country oan be levelled in very short time a8 there are
few ravines, and those in existence are not deepe. It should make &
splendid all yeer round fields Recently the Delte Field was abandoned.
T understand that training gchool has been moved to the Prairies. Your
nowledge of the Delta will give you an jdea what some of the problems
were that must have confronted them there. The field in the Peardonville
area will likely take scme of the holdings in which we are interested.

1 believe also that surveys are being made in the vicinity of Courtenay
whioh will affect some of our holdings in that area. I understand this
district is being surveyed as & training field for Conmando WOrke

In cheocking up on our collections yeaterday I find
we have taken in as much money so far this fiscal year on due payments as




we did last year, and prepayments are slightly ahead of last year =
this in spite of the fact that we are without a field supervisor on
the job, and two of the office staff are putting in full time getting
out plans and sketohes from the Land Registry Office for the field
men. Almost every day some gettler pays off his loan, and I do not
fesl well unless I see ab least one or two letters in the mail asking

the amount of their total debt.

1 felt that I could give you & better interpre-
tation of our problems by & personal letter than under an official
sommunication, I still feel that when the negcessity arose to move the
Japanese out of the Defence Area, we would be making & big error if we
ever permit thesse people to egtablish themselves in Canada againe IV

will mean a hardship to many of them but, as a Nation,they saw fit to
overrun lands of other Natioms. We must maintain this Pacific Coast

as a white man's couabry, and again educate the white men to realize
that he can make a comfortable living in any of the occupations which
the Japanese has been peacefully but aggress ively dominating

The weather has been cool and showery, and the
countryside as a whole 1is looking beautifuls Good hay orops as far as
tommage is concermed ars assured, The berry crop is heavy, but dry
warm weather 1s now required to ripen it., Some berries are being
piocked but on ascount of the excessive moisture they are moulding and
rotting on the vines. The favour will be nothing to write home about

until the weather warms up.

1 see no immediate serious problems ecropping up
in Soldier Settlement with all our staff working on this Japanese
problem. I think on the whole the boys are reasonably content on the
jobe I authorized them to go home over the 24th of Mey at Government
expense as I felt the cost %o the Government would be less than keeping
them in the hotels, and they would feel betbter for getting home to see
their families., I am satisfied it was the right course to take a8 I
ses from the appraisals redeived yesterday that a auwmber of them who
stayed at the hotels worked over the weekend. I am going to suggest
that those who are away from home work this weekend, and next Monday,
add this time to a longer holiday on the first of Julye

I hope that at the sittings of your Coumittes
the Prairie Members can appreciate that Canada produces other producis
besides wheat and some livestock., Some of the Japanese greenhouse men
are producing more off five acres than some of the Prairie farmers are
off 3000 acres,

Yours very truly,

M

ITB:B District Superintendent,
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Landscapes of Injustice

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPTION COVER PAGE

Interviewer Name: Kyla Fitzgerald

Interviewee Names: Betty Toyota and Joy Trapnell
Interview Date: October 13, 2016

Interview Location: Joy Trapnell’s residence, Duncan, BC

Interview Summary: In this interview, Kyla and Mike Abe sit down with Betty Toyota, a Nisei,
and her daughter, Joy Trapnell, a Sansei. For this interview, Betty shares her memories of
growing up in Vancouver as a teenager before the war, having her father and brother being sent
to internment camps, her family’s preparation before leaving, getting her high school diploma,
being uprooted to Slocan and growing up during the internment like living in a tent and shack,
eating in the mess hall, getting water, and getting work. Furthermore, Betty discusses her family
history, how she met her husband Tak Toyota, reuniting with her brother, social life after the
war, and moving to Creston with her husband. Joy and Betty also discuss Tak’s successful
business ventures including Tak’s Home Furniture, community contributions, and legacy. Joy
also shares her own childhood memories, her family, and about growing up in Creston and being
Japanese Canadian. Finally, Betty and Joy reflect on the obstacles of fitting into a small town,
the effects of the internment, and the importance of sharing family histories.

Subject Keywords: Vancouver, Japanese National, Petawawa, CPR Station, Immigration
Building, Angler, Ontario, Alexander Street, Japanese Language School, Slocan, Pearl Harbor,
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JOY TRAPNELL

Why don’t you talk about what it was like when you left Vancouver when you found out that you were
going to have to leave, how did that go?

BETTY TOYOTA

[t was kind of hard because by that time my dad was in the internment camp because, like I said, he
was a Japanese National and being enemy aligned they have to send them to Petawawa. And then my
brother ended up in Angler, Ontario, but another thing was this immigration building. They were
taken into this immigration building in Vancouver that was right at the bottom of Granville Street.
That’s where the CPR Station was. And we could only go up there, they wouldn’t let us in the building,
but the first group of Japanese nationals that they rounded up, they were all stuck in this immigration
building and the wives could go in and talk to their husbands, but then it was like a guard was
standing in the room. This was the first group. And when that immigration building got full, then they
shipped them all out to Petawawa. Then they started getting the second group, which was my dad,
which was in the second group. By that time, they wouldn’t let the wives into the room. We could only
go outside and yell at them through the window and that’s what we did just about every afternoon.
And walk down to the immigration building and we yelled it. Somebody would say, “Oh Mr. Omakoshi,
there’s your family there.” So he would come out to the window and it’s barred.
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KYLA FITZGERALD

Oh.

BETTY TOYOTA

But it’s open so we’d just come in and wave your hands like. And then we found out that they were
going to ship this group of people to the interment camp on the train so that afternoon we went to
see my dad and all I could remember is my dad yelling and he’s telling my mother, “Make sure you
eat good food. Don’t skimp on your food and stay healthy.” He was quite focused on eating good food
like we did. And that was it. Well then after he got shipped to Petawawa, there were more groups.
They took in the naturalized Canadians, they all got in and then after that they started getting the
Japanese Nisseis in. and while there was one group they kind of protested, that the food was bad or
something. So they had a riot in there. They threw toilet paper out of the window and everything.

KYLA FITZGERALD

Oh really?

BETTY TOYOTA

Ever since then, they stopped people from going to the building. They completely didn’t let us go to
the building. And the only way was here was your building, and this is Hastings Street and there’s
quite a lot of distance away and that’s the only way you can see this building. So we would walk up
to Hastings Street and there’s kind of a guardrail and we would lean on and we could see the building
down there. And you could see the people, but you can’t see the faces, but you can see the men waving
their hands out of the window. And then I got the idea I said one day, “Mom, we could send letters
into the immigration building,” just a note, of course it would be censored. So I said mom, “Lets do
something. I'll put a red handkerchief in the envelope and write to Johnny and tell him if you see a
red handkerchief like us waving, you come to the window and wave at us.”

KYLA FITZGERALD

And can I ask who was Johnny?
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BETTY TOYOTA

John is my brother.

KYLA FITZGERALD

Oh okay.

BETTY TOYOTA

Okay. Yeah so the next day we went and the three of us, like my two sisters and my mom and I, we
went and raved this red handkerchief. And somebody must have said, ‘There’s somebody waving a
red handkerchief.” So naturally my brother came out and he was waving his red handkerchief. And
then we knew he was okay that he was there. But then that story caught on and soon there was a
white handkerchief, blue handkerchief - [Everybody laughs]

KYLA FITZGERALD

A rainbow of handkerchiefs.

BETTY TOYOTA

White handkerchief. That’'s how handkerchief started.

JOY TRAPNELL

Handkerchief started...

BETTY TOYOTA

And then that place got full so they were all shipped out to the interment camp we found out. Then
we found out that the instead of sending them to Petawawa they sent them to Angler. And that was
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it. But another thing was going out on the train. They send them out on the train. And every night at
seven o’clock the CPR train would go by our Alexander Street. The train track is just down below
Alexander Street. And our Japanese School happened to be on Alexander Street and every night - you
know those days nobody wore watches. We didn’t have any watches. And we had Japanese school
from 6:00 to 7:30 and we couldn’t get out at 7:30. But every night, twenty after seven the train went
by so we could tell when the train went by, “Oh it’s twenty after 7:00, ten more minutes and we’ll be
out of school.” And that was the longest ten minutes. But anyway when they started shipping all these
people out, we couldn’t go to the immigration building. All we could go was go down to Alexander
Street and watch the train go by and then we could see the men in the train waving their hands. But
you know what it’s like a train going, how are you going to pick out your father or your brother just
like that. You can’t see anybody but somebody would say, “Oh I saw Johnny on the train, he was on
the train.” Oh somebody would say, “Oh Mr. Omokoshi was on the...” but then every night, everybody
used to walk down to Alexander Street to see the train go by because at that time they were sending
people to ghost camp too. Ghost towns on the train, right. So that was another thing. Every other night
we would go down Alexander and watch these people go down on the train and that was quite a thing
too. And then we got the notice that we had to go to Slocan and you're only given 48 hours notice.
And the reason we went to Slocan was see they were all told where to go. Like the doctors were told
to go here, the dentists were told to go here. Ministers, Kaslo was the United Church minister,
Greenwood was the Catholic nun, Slocan was the Anglican. New Denver was the Buddhist Priest and
that’s how it went. And my sister worked for this dentist in Vancouver and he was told to go to Slocan.
So the dentist said, “Well if I go to Slocan, I want my nurse. Like my aid to go.” So that’s how we ended
up in Slocan.

JOY TRAPNELL

Because of Margaret.

BETTY TOYOTA
And then once we got to Slocan we had to live in this tent. And the tent you can see the replica of it in
[Unclear due to cough]. And I remember the first time we went, they showed us our tent, we were

each assigned a tent. It’s only about that big. There were two double beds in the tent; it's just made
of -

JOY TRAPNELL

Canvas.
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BETTY TOYOTA

Four studs and a board across and that was it. That was our bed. And on each bed was this - they
called it a palius. It’s a ticking made of blue and white ticking. Mattress cover. And they called it a
palius, double bed side. And the man said, “You take this palius, go out in the field and fill it up with
straw,” out in the field there was a whole pile of straw or hay, I don’t know what it was. But we had

to fill this up and bring it back to the tent and that was our mattress. And we were each given a gray
blanket, one of those itchy two, two itchy gray army blankets. And that was our bed.

MIKE ABE

How many in the tent?

BETTY TOYOTA

How many in the tent? Just me and my sister.

MIKE ABE

Okay.

JOY TRAPNELL

And your mother.

BETTY TOYOTA

Oh yeah and my mother. There was just the three of us, it was just the family. [ don’t know how many
other people lived. But at least four people could live in the tent. And I can’t remember what we did
about our pillow or bed sheet. We brought it with us but it was still in the baggage car. But that’s how
we stayed and for two months.



Landscapes of Injustice

JOY TRAPNELL

And then how did you get out of the tent?

BETTY TOYOTA

How did we what?

JOY TRAPNELL

How did you get out of the tent? Like, why did you get moved?

BETTY TOYOTA

We moved because we were in there. We left Vancouver the day after Labour Day, September,
October, we were in that tent. And you know how cold it gets? And Japanese are smart. They think
of something.

0:10:00

They're always thinking of something. And we got to know this one young fellow; he used to come
over every tide day. And he was the carpenter. So you know the nail kegs, they used to come in a keg.
All the nails, got one of those nail kegs, made a little foundation made of wood and filled it up with
rocks and gravel and put this nail keg upside down and made a hole in the front and then he made a
hole in the top. And by that time the commission would give us stovepipes. You would go down to the
head commission warehouse and there was this Japanese man in Vancouver. He was a tinsmith and
he made these things called roof jack. You know how you have a roof and there’s this tin and the pipe.

MIKE ABE

Oh yeah.
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BETTY TOYOTA

They called it a roof jack. So we were allowed to go down to the commission - the warehouse and get
two pipes and a roof jack. So that roof jack would go out from the flat of the tin. So we had enough
little fuel to burn in this little nail keg with the smoke going up the roof. And that kept our little tent
warm enough.

JOY TRAPNELL AND MIKE ABE

Wow.

BETTY TOYOTA

That’s how we kept. And then naturally October the 31st it snowed. And out tent caved in from the
snow, weight of the snow. And I thought, “Oh my god we got bombed.” And that was it. So the next
morning there was no place to go so they moved us into the house. They’re building this shack, but
the house - it was the way they distributed people into the house was the way they came in. So you
had to go by name like the people that were there first got the empty house. And the houses, they
couldn’t build these shacks fast enough for the people to live. And that’s how we had to live in a tent
‘til we got the shack. But then we managed and lucky to share a shack. But another thing was as long
as you were living in the tent, you had to eat in the mess hall. How else can you get - there’s no way
of cooking. It was just the parent. So we went into the mess hall and this mess hall used to be this old
skating rink in Slocan. So naturally the floor is dirt and they’'ve just built tables out of old wood and
benches. And that was the mess hall. And then you go in and you have to line up, like the working
men ate first as soon as they came from their work about five o’clock or twelve o’clock. They would
eat first. So the men and the women and children, old men and women and children, they had to line
up outside. Wait in line ‘til the men finished eating. But naturally we were working in the office right?
So as soon as the men finished eating, we could go down and eat. But the first time we went to eat in
the mess hall, you have to wait in line, walk in line and there’s a stack of tin plates and [ would swear,
I'd swear that they must’ve picked it out of the dump at some army camp or something. They were
dented, some were rusty and then every now and then you’d see this white rim and you’d think, “Oh
it's an enamel plate, I'll get that.” And pull it out and you know how enamel is when it gets old you get
this black spot, it’s got black spots and knife, but that’s what we had to eat. And then they show your
food, you line up and you go and they line up and throw food in. And [ remember I had happened to
be in front of my mother and I looked at her and her face just turned white. I could still see her. I mean
in Vancouver, my dad was quite particular about the food we ate. That's why he yelled at us, mom to
make sure you eat good food right? And we ate out of good chinaware. We had the Noritake
chinaware set, we ate good food. And to see all this slaw, to us it was slaw. It was just something else.
Yeah. And then Japanese there was an old saying, tengoku, means heaven and jikoku means hell. Mom
used the first, quite a while she was saying it was just like tengoku too, for her. And it was like that
for us. And then here we moved into the house. Well it was a shack, but to us it was an old wood stove.
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We had a gas stove in Vancouver, we had oil heat. Mom wasn'’t used to cooking on a wood stove. So it
was all a new experience for her. So I often thought, no wonder it must've been hard on my mother.
But she never complained, not once. We would complain every now and then. But mom never did
because she said, “Think of your dad and think of your brother. They’d be worst.” And no indoor
plumbing, outside we had to go and fetch water with a pail. And for every six houses, three on that
side and three on this, there was a washstand. And you’d go to New Denver and you see this replica
of the washstand. It’s just a wooden box, and then there’s this pipe, it’s sticking out. And you turn the
water and you fill your pail and you come home. And it was - my mother and my younger sister, they
looked after the water all the time. So after supper, it was my older sister and my turn to go and fetch
water for the night. And I remember this one day, I told you.

JOY TRAPNELL

Yes you did.

BETTY TOYOTA

It was my turn to go fetch the water so I go get the water, fill it up, this is in the wintertime. Fill it up
two pails and start to turn around and naturally it’s all icy because everybody else is getting water
and you know how it splashes, and everything is icy around and I turned to go and I slipped and I fell,
two pails full of water just spilled. And I'm telling Joy, I told you, “I just swore my head off.” [Joy
laughs] I don’t know where the words came from. [ just swore and I thought, “What did I do to deserve
this?” And that’s the only time I felt so angry about being in an interment camp like a ghost town.
That’s how it was, you had to get used to it. You had to fetch water every time.

JOY TRAPNELL

Tell the story about the money. About grandpa, your father and how he knew and he took all the
money and gave it to grandma.

BETTY TOYOTA

Well I told you that didn’t - Oh the money when the war started my dad knew right away. You know
how rumors go around? That they were going to get all the Japanese nationals because they were
enemy aliens and they were going to round them up and deport them. Japan. So naturally the first
thing that my dad thought was the money. So he went took all his money out of the bank, I think there
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were two banks he dealt with. Took all the money out of the bank and then he had three insurance
policies on his life. Got all the money out of the insurance policy because he lost quite a bit too, right?
But at least he had the cash. And then he was going to sell his house and get the money, but by that
time, they had frozen all the Japanese, they froze the houses, right? So he couldn’t get the money. But
what we didn’t know was that my mother all during that time she carried all this cash with her. And
that’s how we were able to buy a few things and all that.

KYLA FITZGERALD

Can we go back a bit, Betty, to your childhood?

-]



9524 109 A. Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta,
November 15, 1942.

Mr. Fleld ana 38 o PN

Frederick Pileld sna
Royel Bank Bldg.,
ancouver, R, C.

Dear Mr, rPiela:

e are v&r% grateful for g11
much .

Jou very much indead for your letter of

I am indeed very sorry
trouble ang worry.

moneg you hava bsen
ses but I am trying to be very very care

to our new place digd constitute mosgt of
8 ; o

the stove, moving 2Xpenses, settling, ste.

VoA LLd

I £oo was in s way shocked at thne expenditure of
the last eight months but I feel that I had net used the money in
8 wasteful manner, I'm certain that we had not used more than
hundred - fifty & month for living expenses. The extra was for
moving ete., T must epologize end must more than apologize forp all
these expenses but I can not express myself in any other but to
S8y thet I have tried my best. My children too are fully aware f t
Situation I am in ang thus I fing hey ars not at all diffieult to
manage. The boys are growing now and thus I need guite a bit to
keep them in a healthy condition. 1 assure you thet when your allow-
8nce comes we Just P&y our Light, Gas, Telephone, street car bills.
For the last month end perhaps thi month I have had dentist bills.
All these bills amount close to fifty dollars, Believe me, ¥r,
Field, I do not 88 the money for any unnecesseries sgueh a8 shows,
clothes ang others. Towards the middle of the month . 1 find that
have not enough to carry me through
last few months out always I run out. ould y consult the
Custodian for g 1ittle more money in our g ance 1 promise ang

can ssgsure you th L d0 not use any on luxuriss anc aon-essentisls,

whe
i do Pray that you will be able to do this for us 2use when the
1 ressing,

b
. Yy hard for the

gituation arises it is indeed both difficult ang

in regar uld you please
sénd ensugh to cover my tle '8 8Xxpenses s 288Ls Right now
it 1s really cold with o # ) @n Th nere is bitter,




My two deughters say they can nanage or a little while longer
with cests they have and so ¢ould you plesse send snough forr‘ :
others, becsuse they are really in need of winter clotlies., They
are not at all prepared for ths winter. Plesse send this 88 soon
&8s possible,

1 have enclosed n H1l1 we pald yosterdar for
Funako's gym slacks end 8HGA8. This was ARCoRueTY Or the mill.
tary lectures sud Physical Training at school. Shinko will slse
need them for next Mondey so plesse include this money too.

: These finaneisl matters are indeed frightening

Out my husband end T are fully prepared thet all our accounts will
disappear, I do not regret this at all however, besause I wanted
the childred to get an education, iy husbend and I knew and rea-
1ized that our mosount would dise pesr when we ¢came here, If
Stinko's scoount becomo g nil, please transfer Puseko's scoount to
Shinko's wont't you? If this does not agree with the custodian
pleage deposit my dash money or ¢ar money into Shinko's seeount.,
But I'm sure I need not explain because my husbend explained to
you befors he left for camp. If the ebove ways cannot be done I
shell be willine to borrow $200 & month from my husband!s compeany .

- 1n rezard to Mra. Iwashite, 1 shall 40 as you say,
i1 Telt that 1 should not do this agking for payment and thus I had

W

net wented to receive any payment. I hsd sincerely hoped thst by
this time I wousd be able to obtein s permit for the family to

v

move but as yet I am not successful, I have th ught the matter

over however; and believe sincerely that T must offer my kindness
to this femily when all the world is in a ehaos. I don't want to
consider this as a money basis because somehow I feol that Mrs.
Iwashita 18 differsnt from myself. Up to now thoush I have been
asking Mrs. Iwashita to pay one-half of our water, light and cas
11l. I shell thus leave the whole mattep to you.

I was indeed surprised that you had not kept our
radio. We had sincerely wished you to have this radio as our
appreciation for all Jour goodness and kindness to us. Please
8ccept 1t won't you?

I must apologize for wi “ing suenh a long, perhaps
boring letter but I'm sure you Ll understang

TV oy ot SRS o 4 2
1484 B LHENKINE vyou agaln

I remain, ;










Box Ls,
Slocan City, B. C.

January 18, 1944.

P. K. Russell,
Vancower, B. C.

Dear Sir:
Received your letter of the 3rd instant.

I do not wish to appear rude and it is not my in-
tention but I would like to put the facts before you in with-
holding signatures for this case until the court appeal is settl-
ed upon.

Before leaving Vencouver your men had told us that this

process was to protect us and in your assurance we had our busi-
ness put into our local agerts whom we trusted as you had promised
that if and when they have proved reliable that they will be able
to deal directly with us. But now you say according to Ottewa this
land has been sold.

You bave gone against our wishes, also without even con-
sulting us, as any citizen of Canada would have the privilege of
giving assent or refusal, and as long as we are not hindering produc-
tion I feel before God that we have the right to contest it. After
all what are we (Canada) fighting for? Not that same treatment the
Nazi's gave the Jews be practised here in our own country! Bul that
Canadian citizens be free to exercise their rights and to contribute
to the betterment of this land of our birth.

This seems as if we are not cooperating but we must stand
for the right. I am sure you will understand when you put yourselves
in our position.

Hoping things will clear up soon,
Yours sincerely,

"Aya SUZUKI®" - #08121




Sub. P. 0. 9,
Edmonton, Alta.
July 31, 1944

The Right Honorable The Minister of Justice,
Justice Buildirg,
Ottawn .

Dear 8ir

Durirg May of this year 1 recelived notiflication that my property at
Haney, B.C. had been sold for the sum of $1406.98 to the Director,
Veterans' Land Act. My property there consisted of seventeen and &
half acres of land and other household goods of which I am enclosing

a list, which I valued at the total sum of $4500. The Custocian has
not at any time requested my sanction of dispose of my property and
had he done so, I would have been most reluctant to sell it, as it

has been my livlihood for the past seven years and through hard work

I had been succes=ful in meking an income to approximately $3500. per
yeer which I expéndecd to put two of my children through university as
doctor and dentist respectively. In order that my two remeining chil-
dren, who are dependent upon me, receive the same privilege as thelr
two older sisters, it was my desire to return to my home &t Haney and
endeavour, as in the past, to obtain sufficlent independence to enable
them to cosrlete their educatlion, one ss an optouetrist and my only
son &s electrical engineer.

[ came to Canada in 1907 and was allowed the privilege of Canadian
Citizenship on December 22, 1914. This, to me, was the most gracious
opportunity given by the country of my adoption. Through it, I realized
an ambition I had desired since landing on this continent, that of being
able to raise s family of Cansdian sone and daughters. The opportunities
given me by Canada, sir, have never been abused by me or any member of
my family.

I em now fifty eight years and feel that I cannot start agein from the
bottom. My health is failing, and as previoualy pointed out, my desire
after hostilities have terminated, was to return to my home at Haney
and contirue where I left off upon eveacuation during October 1942.

As you will see, sir, the disposel of my property for the sum stated

has ceused me & loss of over $3000. in actuasl cash value and also the

loss of a home I had spent years to build up to 2 poirt of security

for my wife and my children. My wife and I have been Canadian subjects
for thirty years. It does not seex just that as Canadians my family
should be deprived of & home which to us meant more than just & home.

It was to us, the foundation of security =nd freedom as Canadian citizens.




I em attaching hereto copies of letter: , ed and sent by those
concernec in this transaction end, ; d d request your sympathetic
tolerence, consideration and assistance in obtaining the return of my
property. 1 feel no ill-will towards the country of my adoption through
what to me seems an injustice. I realize t #e are the victims of
war emergency &nd as such are guite willing mmdergo the hardship
breaking family ties to help safegu=srd the shores of our homeland.
However, I do urgently desire to return to my home st Haney when the
present emergency ends. May I plead your assistan in the sircere re-
quest for the return of home?

The integrity and loyalty of myself and the family is known to the
Royal Canadisn Mounted Police in Edmorton end should you desire a
substantiastion of same, I am quite sure you would be able to obtain

& report covering my family from them. I am, sir,

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) R. Yoneyama.




.. Department of Labour

.TY BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION
New Denver, B.C.,

Marech 28th, 1945,
Mr, A, MacNamera, Deputy Minister of Labour, Ottawa.

I have now completed my visit to all the Settlements in the
Interior. We had our last meeting with the New Denver and Roseberry
Committees this morning.

I thought you'would be interested in the general re-action
whieh I have observed, and a summary of the main gquestions whiech we
have been asked by the Japanese people.

In listing the main questions which we have been asgked, I
am setting forth below each, the verbal answer which we have given.
Some of the Committees have submitted their questions in writing and
have requested written replies. Before acceding to this request, we
think you should see the verbal answers we have given, and correct
us on any points in whieh you think the answers are not wise., There
are one or two questions which we admitted quite frankly we could
not answer and promised to procure replies from Ottawa,

1.{a) Will relocees to Bastern Cansda receive treatment as full
fledged Canadian citizens?

Answer:We have replied quite frankly to this question that there are
gsome details on which there is still some uncertainty. We
suggested thet it was not likely that this gquestion would be
fully decided in all ite aspects until after the Loyalty
Tribunal had been appointed and had gompleted its work.

In the meantime, we were only asking people to relocate in
other Prowinces to fill specific jobs for whieh employers
had requested Japanese labour. We explained to them, that
because of this insecurity and several other questions
which were still in doubt about the future for Japanese
people rémaining in Canada, the Government was offering
generous provisions for repatriation to those voluntarily
applying, if they come to the conelusion that the outlook
is not too bright for staying in Canada,

(b)Will relocees be given full rights to private enterprise,
occupational freedom and a right to own and rent property,
real and otherwise?

Ans: We told them that a complete and satisfactory answer could notg
yet be given to this questioni In the meantime, they were
being asked to accept employment, and work for salaries opr
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(a)

(e)
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wages, until the question of aequiring their

own property and going into business, was settled., We
pointed out the present regulations which apply, concerning
the renting of residential property. According to

Mr, Brown, this whole question is now under advisement,

and we are likely to have some further information shortly.

Will freedom of travel and transfer of residence in any
part of Eastern Canada be permitted during and after the war?

We explained that so far as during the war is concerned, the
same regulations concerning travel will apply., While the war
is on, the Japanese people will still remain under the
jurisdiction of the Japanese Division, Department of Labour,
Excepting B.C,, travelling without a permit is allowed

within a Provinee but permission must be secured to cross
Provincial boundaries, 8So far as transferring of residensce
is concerned during the war, where a change of employment

may be involved, we said that this could be arranged by our
Eastern Placement Officers as new employment was found, and
a8 housing accommodation could be obtained. So far as regul-
ations after the war were coneerned, we explained that details
of this still had to be decided,

What is the policy of the disposal of liguidated assets of
Eastern relocees; now held in trust by the Oustodian?

We explained that the same rule would apply as at present
where Japanese people permanently relocating outside B. 0.,
would be provided with the assets from the sale of their
property; when sueh ssles were made,

In the event of anti-racial wviolenece and consequent damages
sustained, will the Dominion Government hold themselves
responsible for rectifications?

The Japanese people will have the same rights to police
protection as any other people residing in a particular
Province or locality, and will have the same rights to
resort to the Courts for c¢laims against damage to property,
but the Dominion Government could not commit itself to
paying for damages sustained. One person asked us, if on
relocating East, end he was accosted by several who might
have reached an advence stage of inebriation, would he be
protected from violent actions on their part. We replied
that he would have the same police protestion that anyone
else would have under the seme circumstances.,
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Do relocees to other Provinces remain under the Jurisdicetion
of the B, C, Security Commission or do they sever further
relations and come under the jurisdiction of the Provincial
Government?

We vexplained that Japanese evacuated from the Protected Area
would remain under the jurisdietion of the B, C. Security
Commission so long as the war with Japan lasted, At the

same time, the Dominion Government might work out, with the
Provinces congerned, certain joint administrative arrangements
for their relocation and resettlement.

Where a relocee becomes destitute owing to illness or otherwise
unemployable:

(L) Will maintenance or relief be granted?

The'Dopartment of Labour will continue to assume responsibility
for the welfare of the Japanese evacuated from the Protected
Area, and where maintenance is required, this will be provided.

[{2) Will the Provineial or Dominion Government be responsible
for the relief?

The Dominion Government will see that the relief is provided,
but it is probable that the arrangements might be made with
the Provincial Government for the administrating of the relief,

(3) Will there be any supplementation to income where
ever it is deemed necessary by the relief authorities?

We reiterated the answer given to (b) (1), where we said that
the Dominion Government would see that maintenance would be
provided where it was reguired,

Will the Elementary and High School education of relocees be
granted on an equal besis as all other residents of the Provingce?

We pointed out that Education was the responsibility of the
Provinecial Government, and not the Dominion Government, and
we ¢ould not say definitely what would apply.

Is there any definite policy regarding military service?

What they wanted to know was whether they would be ealled up
for military service if permanently relocated. We replied
by saying that to our knowledge, there is no change gon~
templated in the present poliey whereby people of Japanese
origin were not ealled up for military service, or were not
agcepted when voluntarily applying,
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1"‘(0) Will those wishing to remain in Canade and who are presently
; employed in British Columbia, or in the Interior Housing Project,

be permitted to retain their jobs until such time as they are
suitably relocated and in the case of the unemployed, will
the British Columbia Security Commission provide maintenance
allowance until they are to be relocated to a suitable job.,
If so, will this apply to single persons, physically fit and
over 18 years 0ld?

Ansy We said that those presently engaged in private employment in
British Columbie would not be required to leave that employment,
but would be permittéd to leave that employment in order to
take advantage of pmployment outsidé of British Columbia.

For those Japanese Canadians employed in the Projeocts, we said
that if we had suitable jobs to offer them outside of British
Columbia, we would consider justifiable removing them from
Commission employment,

We said that the British Columbia Security Commission would
meet its responsibility for maintenance if suitable employment
was not available,

80 far es physically fit 18 years and over are conc¢erned, we
explained that those wanting to remain in Oanada would be
gxpected to take essential employment when we had it to offer
them.

s 3., (a) Where a person now residing in Eastern Canada applies for
- Tepatriation:

(L) Will he be able to return to the Interior Housing Project
immediately following his arplication?

Ans s We said that those who sign voluntary applications would dbe
vermitted to return to our Interior settlemente just as soon
as we g¢ould make housing accommodation available,

(2) Will he be permitted to remain at his present place of
employment until repatriation can be arranged?

Ansi We replied saying that he would be able to continue in his
present employment o0 long as it lasted until repatriation eould
be arranged.

(3) Should his epplication for repatriation result in
his unemployment, will he be sent back to the Interioy
Housing Projeet?




(5)

!n He probably would be, but where there were c¢ircumstences
whieh from his point of view made this very undesirable, we
¢ould probably arrange for his maintenance in the Province
where the unemployment occurred.

(4) Will trensportation be provided for those signing
voluntary applications returning to the Interior
Housing Projeet?

Ans: In ceses where individuels were properly authorized by us to
return, the transportation will be paid.

(b) Will Japanese Nationals wishing to remain in Canada be permitted
to relocate Xast as permanent residents?

Ang} We said that where there was nothing on regord of the Japanese
National which we would consider would be of particular
significance to the Loyalty Tribunal, we would assist in thelir
reloecation if they requested it, in the same manner as
Japanese Canadians,

(e) Will those internees who can be released but who have refused
Eastern employment, be permitted to rejoin their families in
the Interior Housing until such time when they can be repatriateds

Anst I had some doubts about this guestion, but suggested that there
wage little likelihood that Internees would be released from the
Internment Camp to return to the B, C. settlements while the
war with Japan was still in progress,

(d) Has the British Columbia Security Commission some definite
policy regarding the present so-called rehabilitation reserve
-of those applying for repatristion. Where this minimum has
been reached, will the Commission give maintenance thereafter
gnd leave this amount intect for transfer upon repatriation,
or do they become wards of the Cansdian Government regardless
of what funds they have on hand?

Ansi I replied that I would need further clarification on this point
from Ottawe before giving a definite answer, I said-that I
wae reasonably sure that the minimum reserve would be left
intaet, but that amounts in excess of the minimum reserve might
have to be used before maintenance is provided.

I wonder if you might clarify this for us. In view of
what is egaid in the statement signed by the Minister of lLabour, are
we not obligated to provide maintenance to voluntary repatriates
regardless of the amount of their assets? This question has beeén
asked several times and seems to be guite an impordvant faetor in
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ieir deliberations about repatriation. I suppose, according to the

'tual wording of the stetement signed by the Minister, we only
secure to them the net proceeds from the disposition of their
property which stande to their eredit at the time of repatriation, .
I would suggest, thet if requested, maintenance be provided to
voluntary repatriates regardless of the amount of their assets,

(#) With reference to those applying for repatriationt
(1) Will Elementary schooling of children be continued?®

Anst The present schooling facilities provided by the Commission
will be continued for voluntary repatrietes until such time
as repatriation could be arranged,

(2) Will teachers applying for repatriation remain on
the staff and be permitted to mttend the Teachers?
training Summer School?®

Ans: Théy will be permitted to remain on the teaching staff and
to attend the Summer Schools :

(3) How will the Vital Statistiec records bve looked after
for volumary repatriates?

Anss The same system as at present for recording Vital Stetistics
will be continued until such time as repatriatlon can be
arranged.,

(4) Will a person having applied for repatriation be
permitted to cancel his applioation and remain 1n
Canada if he has acceptable reasons?

Ansy We Bajd that those who have already made application for
repatriation could apply to the R.C,M.,FP,, Ottawa, to have
these applications cancelled. We doubted, however, unless
the eircumstances are very exveptional, that favorable
consideration will be given to cancellation later, of
applications mede on a new form, when the R.C.M.P. Detachment
takes these applicetions. We explained that the signing of
these applicatione was strictly voluntary, end decisions made
now, should be considered final,

(f) Will those epplying for repatristion be‘permitted to relocate
individually or as a family unit, to any part of British
Columbia and EBastern Qanada? :

Anst We said that those applying for repatriation would not be
permitted to relocate outside of British Coluhbia, but that
we would facilitate the taking of émployment in British
Columbia outside of the protected area, for those wishing
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‘ to become employed.

(z) Where & Canadian Japeanese applies:tor repatriation ~« what
arrangements have been made by the Ganadian Government with
the Japanese Government to secure Japanese citizenship?

Ansi We explained thet the Prime Minister, in his announcement
of the poliey congcerning Japanese in Caneda, that in the
reace negotiations with Japan, arrangements would be made
for Japan to receive reople of Japenese origin from
Canada who are being repatriated after the war. I stated
that voluntary repatriates would not be despatehed to
Japan until satisfactory diplomatie arrangements had been
made, :

(h) If a family wishes to remain in Canada, but due to ecertain
circumstances must remain in the Project; will the authorities
give specific families due consideration, and if permitted to
stay, will they be given maintenanee ox suitadble employment ?

Ans ¢ I seid that the Dominion Gévernment would continue to assume
ite full responsibility for the welfare of the Japanese
evacuees from the Protected Area., .If they ¢ould not bde

moved from the Project, and maintenance was required, it
would be provided.

4, If one parent signs for repatrietion and the other does not,
what about the position of the ehildren under 16 years of age?

Ans: I said that I would need to get further clarification on this
point from Ottawa, but that I folt that it was most likely that
the father would be considered as the guerdien of the ehildren,
In cases however, where the evidence showed that the mother
had been responsible for the supprort of the children, and the
father had not contributed to their support, the mother
would likely be considered the guardian, and her action in
signing would determine the position of the ehildren.

S, If a eouple desire %o get married, but one signs and the other
does not, will the marriage be prohibited? ;

Ansi We answered Bhis by saying that such a situation would be
—most unlikely, It would seem strange that a eouple would be

Planning a marriage when one knew that he or she would be
going to Japan and the other was staying in Canada. We
would not likely prohibit the marrimge for these reasons,

6. How about the Japenese Nationals who do not wish t0 be
repatriated, and who may have some other desires or wishes -
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would thoj come under the same treatment as Japanese Oanadians?

Anst I answered this by saying that until such time as the Loyalty
Tribunal had been appointed and completed its work, this
Administraetion would treat Japanese Nationals the same as
Japanese Canadians, except that we would be making particular
effort to encourage Japanese Canadians not signing applications
to relocate outside of British Columbia,

Te Will the ehildren under 16 years of age, whose parents sign
for repatriation now, be required to sign individual :
applications if they reach 16 years of age before repatriation
san be arranged? '

Ans I stated that I thousght this would likely be necessary, but
I would refer it to Ottawa for clerification. I expeet it
would be nevessary for us to see that this was done. I would
like to have your opinion as to whether you consider that
children who reach the age of 16, if their parents have signed
for repatriation, will have the. opportunity of stating that
they 8o not wish to be associated with that request,

g While I am still reserving judgment, the impressions
i given tc me during this trip, suggest that there will be a substantial
percentage of the Japanese in the settlements signing applications,
The lowest estimate I have been given iz 40% end the highest 80%.

It is however, very difficult to say, One of the principal factors
encouraging repatriastion, seems to be that woluntary repatriates will
be kept in British Columbia, Another important factor encouraging
repatriation has been the resction in the other provinees to our
announcement. They have repeatedly raised the question of the
unfavourable reaction imn the other provinces to permanent settlement
'in those provinces,

E This was naturally an extremely difficult question for
‘'us to discuss with them, I stated quite frankly thet this bad
reaction wes feirly universal across the country and undoubtedly it
would make conditions more difficult for the Japanese taking employment
in those provinces, I eaid to them at the same time that this
situation existed, it was & fact, and they must be realistie in faeing
thie faets It was because of this possible resction that the Govern=-
ment was offering generous terme of assistance to those who come to the
eonclusion that conditions might be too difficult for them in Caneda,
‘and the opportunity might be better in going to Japan. I emphasized
tthat the signing of these applicationes was striectly voluntary. No pres-
i sure whatsoever was being exerted, Those however, who do not sign,
know the faets and the difficulties ahead, and would have to be
prepared to meet these difficulties and the existing uncertainties,

I reiterated that we were not asking those who do not sign, to leave
British Columbia unless we had specific jobs whieh we eonsidered
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aitable, and in which they could make a livelihood, to.offer them.

| we had jobs which we consider suitablo, we, however, expect the
g Japenese Canadians to take them.

I think 1t would be helpful, if no disclosure was
made of our estimations of the percentages of people who may sign.
I have already been telephoned by the papers in Vancouver, since
coming on this trip, asking for a statement on the general reaction,
I stated that I was not willing to say anything at this time. One
of the papers has requested permission to be at Tashme on the first
.~ day thet the R.C.M.,P, Detachment reaches the Projeot, I have turned
. down this request, believing it to be most unwise. I would, however,
.eppraciate having your advice on this point.

If we find at Tashme that a high percentage of the
people sign applications, should we make this faet public? If the
pereentage 1s low, I think it would be most unwise, dut if it is

£ high, there might be some advantage in having this faet publicized.

T

Y

T. B, Pickersgill (sgd.)

: T. B. Pickersgill
TBP/VK Commissioner,
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JOSH
Josh Labove, still in Edmonton, Alberta with David Mitsui. So, talking about your grandfather, did he talk
much about his military experience with you or the evolution of coming out from BC to Alberta to enlist?

DAVID

My grandfather never spoke a word about his previous life at all, mainly because he didn’t want to recall
his war experience. He spoke a little bit of English but not a lot of English. Growing up we could
understand a little bit of Japanese but certainly not have a conversation with him. We could understand
enough to let him know what we were up to and tell him things that were happening in our life, but not
for him to sit and tell a story to us or to recount some of his experiences. | learned about my grandfather
mainly from my dad and my aunts. My grandfather Masumi Mitsui immigrated to Canada in 1908. His
father was a naval officer in the Japanese navy. He was away a lot when they were battling China and
other places. But my grandfather wanted to enlist as well. He tried to enlist but for whatever reason, and
we don’t know why, his enlistment was refused. We think as a result of that, he left Japan and he came to
Canada. He landed in Victoria and became a dish washer and chauffeur. That’s where he started in
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Canada. He became involved in the community | think quite quickly because there was a pretty large
Japanese immigrant population in the lower mainland already. He moved to the Vancouver area after
leaving Victoria. That’s when he met his fellow soldiers and they wanted to enlist when World War One
broke out in 1914. As | said, the British Columbia government wouldn’t let them enlist even though they
had started to form a Japanese Canadian contingent that wanted to enlist in BC but they had to disband
because of that. After going to Calgary and then having come back from the war, about fifty percent of
them did not come back. So they lost about fifty percent. When my grandfather was discharged in April
1919 and came back to Vancouver, like all the other ones came back to Vancouver as well, the Japanese
Canadian community raised money and they built the Japanese Canadian War Memorial in Stanley Park
and it was dedicated to the soldiers of World War One. On one side of the pillar are the names of those
who returned and the other side of the pillar are those that did not return. At the base are petals outlining
all the battles that the Japanese Canadian soldiers were involved in. Still wanting the right to vote, and
wanting to form a group to lobby the government, they first of all created the local Legion Branch
Number 9. There was a lot of resistance from other Legions that were mainly white Anglo-Saxon and
Protestants that were against them. | guess the head of the Legion permitted them to create their own
branch of Japanese Canadian soldiers, vets. In 1931, my grandfather was the president. They brought
together a number of vets, as well as Japanese Canadian businessmen and the secretary of the Legion and
they travelled to Victoria with the sole purpose of lobbying the legislature to get the franchise. After the
vote, it turned out that they had won the right to vote by one vote from the legislators but it was a hollow
victory because only the Japanese Canadian vets were given the right to vote in 1931. The rest of the
Japanese populations weren’t given the right to vote until 1949. When they found out that they had won
that concession, they returned to Vancouver and their sole purpose at that time was not to celebrate that
the vets had won the right to vote, but they gathered around the cenotaph and they wanted to honor their
fallen comrades. So that event was pretty historical. | submitted a proposal to the Honorable Peter Kent
back in 2007 that the Japanese Canadian veterans of World War One getting their right to vote was a
historical event and should be identified as such. | got a letter back from him in July of 2011, it took a
while, stating that he approved my proposal and the Japanese Canadian vets of World War One getting
the right to vote is a historical event. That started the process of getting a plaque made and getting the
wording on it embedded and having it installed. So, we’re at the stage now of the wording has been
embedded, I’m not sure if the plaque has yet been made but we are looking and we put in a request to
have the plaque installed at the site of the Japanese Canadian War Memorial in VVancouver in Stanley
Park installed in April of 2016 which is sort of the beginning when the Japanese Canadian war vets were
enlisted to fight with the Canadian Expeditionary Forces. It’s also the 100" anniversary of World War
One, and 2017 would be the 100" of Vimy, the battle of Vimy Ridge. So I guess we were waiting
patiently for this election to be over because nothing is happening during this election period. We were
hopeful that something is going to happen, can happen, next April. Let’s see, where was |, going back . . .
So after they won the right to vote, World War Two happened. The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on
December 7" 1941. That brought into play all of the discrimination and prejudice and fear of the yellow
peril as Barry Broadfoot stated. William Lyon Mackenzie and his cabinet and the BC Premier and his
cabinet fearing that the Japanese Canadian along the Western Pacific Coast were a threat to their
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existence and the War Measures Act was introduced. From my understanding, things happened pretty
quickly starting in 1942. Some of the men were immediately taken to internment camps or work camps,
with families to follow. My grandfather owned a seventeen acre poultry farm in Port Coquitlam, and the
address is 1945 Laurier Avenue. My dad was given permission, and actually | have the certificate, it’s
called the security certificate that allows him to stay on the farm while he takes care of the house and
business, and the rest of the family is sent to Greenwood and the internment camps. Shortly after my dad
left, he went to Greenwood as well. Someone contacted the Mitsui family at Greenwood and said “Your
house has been basically vandalized.” They were told before they left to put all the valuables in the
basement and it’ll be there when they got back. The house was broken into and everything was stolen out
of it. The house was sold by the government, | think | have it written down here, for [long pause] . . . So
the BC government sold the house and paid the family $2,291.00 dollars minus legal costs to transfer the
title. It was bought by a person, a fellow named Edward James Gilmore for $893.70 and included a bill of
sale of everything the family owned including farm tools and, quote, “Japanese fancy goods all packed in
boxes.” I heard that the family, my grandfather’s family never got the money from the sale of the house.
The government used it to pay for their internment, okay? We were, my wife’s daughter and her husband,
moved to Port Coquitlam about five years ago. When we were looking up their address in Port Coquitlam,
this real estate ad popped up on Google. It had this house for sale, 1945 Laurier Avenue, formerly owned
by World War One veteran Sergeant Masumi Mitsui. So we clicked on that link and sure enough the
house was for sale. Only the farm house, not the 17 acres because it’s all developed land now. And the
family wanted $700,099.00 for it. So my wife said ““You need to contact the real estate agent because
we’re going to be in Port Coquitlam for Thanksgiving.” Which is just the following week. So she sent an
email to him on his link and within ten minutes we get a phone call. “This is the real estate agent, I’d love
you meet you. I’ve got a lot of information about your grandfather.” So we were there for Thanksgiving
and on that Sunday we had a private showing of the house that my grandfather had built and rebuilt in
1941 because there was a fire. There were four bedrooms and the kitchen was modernized but the rest of
the house was basically the same.

[00:15:32]

JOSH

What’s that like? I mean there you are in the house with a real estate agent who’s looking for a
commission and you’re looking at your grandfather’s prized asset lost from the war and you’re finding it
through someone who’s getting ready to sell it?

DAVID

It was, an eerie experience. We thought we would also meet the family who owned it but I think they
decided to leave the city that weekend. So, we never met the family that lived there that was selling it but
they had lived there since apparently 1960 or something like that.

JOSH
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And he wasn’t aware of it?

DAVID

No, but the house was in the process of being designated with some historical designation like a heritage
home. So it would put limits on what you could do with the house in terms of modernizing it or changing
the exterior or whatever. It was a cottage style home but it was just, I don’t know, an unreal experience to
... especially just walking . . . The downstairs was pretty much, the kitchen was modernized, the living
room area and dining room, you know the spaces were the same but it had been upgraded a bit. Going
upstairs to the bedrooms, the ceiling was rounded and it had like cedar planks, thin planks and four
bedrooms and I’m thinking, “hmm | wonder which one my dad had and which one was my aunt Lucy and
my aunt Amy.” You could tell which one was the main, master bedroom. It was . . . yeah. | was thinking
if things were different and this property was still owned by my grandfather, what it would have been
like. Then I thought, “well, if he was still here maybe I wouldn’t be here” because of just how things, how
life continues on. My wife thought that | should contact the, I’m not sure which one, citizenship or
immigration or whatever and say “you know, maybe you should buy this house and make it into a
museum because it is historical.” Apparently, the house during the war was used by the Japanese
Consulate for a period of time. | looked at the farm house on the website recently and apparently it was
sold just last year 2014 for $600,061.00. You know my wife says “That should be your place” and I
thought no that’s history. That’s a long time ago and I’m not into digging up old wounds like that and you
know that’s my history but it’s not my history. It’s my grandfather’s and my father’s place, or was their
place. It just made me, | guess, very sad.

JOSH
But not angry?

DAVID

Not angry, no. And certainly | couldn’t feel angry with the family that currently owned it because they
were never involved with that and certainly politicians today weren’t involved and it was the political
atmosphere and climate at the time when World War Two was happening.

JOSH
Your grandfather didn’t live long enough to see a formal apology or redress. What do you think he
would’ve thought had he been there to shake Prime Minister Mulroney’s hand or hear those words?

DAVID

Well, he fought for redress his entire life. He always wanted to have some compensation for loosing that
property. He never forgave the government for the decisions that led to the internment of the Japanese
Canadians and losing all the property that was involved. In fact, he was so much bitter about what
happened to him, he never went to a public Remembrance Day service after World War Two. He was
always very supportive of the military and respected the military but he never forgave the government.
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And that is why on Remembrance Day he would be at home in his military uniform with his Royal
Canadian Legion beret and his medals.

JOSH
And you have those medals now?

DAVID

And | have those medals now. It was not until 1983, he was living in Hamilton with my aunt Amy and her
husband [Tak?], that a Hamilton Spectator reporter found out that he was living in Hamilton, that he was
still alive. He interviewed the family and the main Legion in Hamilton learned about his existence and
they invited him to their Remembrance Day ceremony. That was the first public ceremony he went to
after World War Two. In 1984, there was a federal election and Brian Mulroney in his platform had
indicated . . . and because of lobbying from the National Association of Japanese Canadians had lobbied
for redress. There was a national redress committee that was formed and it was chaired by Art Miki out of
Winnipeg. They lobbied him during the election about redress and a public apology for the internment.
Brian Mulroney said “If I’'m elected I will support that.” So after he got elected, the redress committee
went after the Prime Minister and said how are we going to do this and this is what we want and we want
compensation and that was the start of discussions. There was nothing settled, there was nothing to
indicate how Brian Mulroney was going to follow through with it. But in 1985, on August the 2", the
War Memorial Committee had raised funds to restore the cenotaph and wanted to rededicate it. They
invited my grandfather who lived in Hamilton to Vancouver and he was ninety-three at the time. They
wanted him to be a part of the ceremony. So my two aunts, my dad’s sisters, Amy and Lucy,
accompanied him to VVancouver. He was given the honor of relighting the lantern at the top of the
cenotaph. He was in a wheel chair but he stood at attention and he saluted and he said “This is my last
duty to my comrades.” | think that was sort of the part of the first phase of getting redress talks started by
having that type of profile. So he passed away in April of 1987 and the public apology and compensation
came in 1988.

JOSH
Not too long after.

DAVID

Nope. He passed away six months before his 100" birthday in September. He was one of the last two
surviving Japanese Canadian vets of World War One. We think the other one was somewhere . . . may
have immigrated or returned to Japan, but we’re not sure.

[00:26:08]

JOSH



Landscapes of Injustice

Yeah but certainly to have served and then to have become an enemy of the state makes his story
uniquely tragic in many ways.

DAVID

Well when he had to report to the security commission at Hastings Park, that’s where everybody had to
report to, he said, “Well, what good are these medals” and he threw them down at the officer and left. My
aunt Lucy apparently had gone with him to report in and she retrieved the medals.

JOSH
She had the better sense to pick them up.

DAVID
Yeah.

JOSH
Where do you keep the medals now?

DAVID

They’re in a safety deposit box in the bank. I take them out once a year and three years ago | was asked to
become part of the Japanese War Memorial Committee in Stanley Park in Vancouver and we planned the
annual Remembrance Day service. My first year there, | gave a speech about my grandfather and | had
the medals and a photograph of him with his medals. Since then, I’ve been a part of the committee and I
go there every year and embark on the ceremony and | lay the wreath on behalf of Local Branch Number
Nine, Legion Number Nine.

[...]
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